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December 18, 2023 Minutes 
 

Veselenak called the Monday, December 18, 2023 meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  The pledge was recited by everyone 

present.  Upon Role Call the Result was:    

   

    VESELENAK    HERE   URBACH   HERE     

  

   Veselenak made the motion to accept the December 4, 2023 minutes as the Trustees have read them through email.  

Seconded by Urbach.  All in Favor:   YES   Veselenak made the motion to accept the bills.  Urbach seconded the 

motion.  All in Favor:   YES   The bills are in the amount of $114,425.25.  Matics explained that the bill from Valley 

Freightliner came in at $101,872.00.  The truck will then go to Henderson, in Bucyrus.  That bill may be coming in 

January from Henderson.  Matics stated that Greg from Valley Freightliner emailed paperwork for the title.  Matics 

informed Greg that she would not fill the paperwork out until the truck was in our procession due to the mileage not 

being correct.  

 

RESOLUTION # 2023-41 

 

    
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Veselenak made the motion for the resolution to accept the 2023 Temporary 

Appropriations as follows: 

 

2024 TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS 

 

Be it resolved by the Board of Trustees of Bethlehem Township, Stark County, Ohio that 

to provide Temporary Appropriations for the beginning of fiscal year 2024 from January 

1, 2024 to March 31, 2024 for the several purposes for which expenditures are to be made 

for and during said time frame as follows: 

 

FUND #   FUND NAME   FUND AMT 

1000    General   $ 120,000.00 

  2011    Motor Vehicle   $   40,000.00 

  2021    Gasoline Tax   $   90,000.00 

  2031    Road and Bridge  $   85,000.00 

  2141    Road District   $   75,000.00 

  2231    Permissive Motor  $   40,000.00 

Vehicle License Tax   

  2273    ARPA     $  17,531.20 

  2405    Street Lighting   $    2,000.00 

  2901    Sick Leave/Retirement  $   10,000.00 

 4902    Cap. Pro. Park Stream Rest  $ 147,000.00 

  

Total of All Funds       $ 626,531.20  

  

Urbach seconded the motion.  Upon roll call the result was: 

 

VESELENAK    YES    URBACH    YES 



 

 
BETHLEHEM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

8600 BLOUGH AVE SW   ♦   P.O. BOX 161   ♦   NAVARRE, OH  44662 

PHONE:  330-756-9207   ♦   WEBSITE:  bethtwp.com 

Page 2 of 9 

 

 Judy Warner asked if there were any updates on the property at 7000 Lakehill concerning the vehicles.  Veselenak 

responded that she called the resident twice and handed it over to Borojevich who called him once according to his 

report in November but nothing further since then. 

 Chief Rick Annen offered his condolences to Mark Dearing.  Mark was on the Fire Board for Erie Valley.  He also 

welcomed Veselenak on the Board to take over Dearing’s position.  Chief Annen also stated that if any Bethlehem 

Township resident has a concern, they are welcome to come to a Fire Board meeting and voice that concern.  

 

RESOLUTION #2023-42 

Urbach made the motion for the resolution to nominate Veselenak as President of the Board of Trustees of  

Bethlehem Township for the year 2023.  Seconded by Urbach.  Upon Roll Call the Result was: 

  VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-43 

 Urbach made the motion for the resolution to nominate himself as Vice-President of the Board of Trustees of 

Bethlehem Township.  Seconded by Veselenak.   Upon Role Call the Result was: 

     VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-44 

 Urbach made the motion for the resolution to set the first and third Monday of each month at 6:00 pm unless 

otherwise announced for the 2024 with a work session to be held the first meeting of the month at 5:30 pm.  

Seconded by Veselenak.  Upon Role Call the Result was: 

     VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-45 

 Urbach made the motion for the resolution to appoint Michael L. Strubel as Highway Superintendent and Charlie M. 

Ferrell Jr. as Assistant Highway Superintendent and to set the following wages for the year 2024: 

    Highway Superintendent:   $26.60 per hour 

 In addition, Highway Superintendent is to receive at the overtime rate the entire time of the scheduled meeting twice 

a month with a minimum of two (2) hours. 

    Assistant Highway Superintendent:  $23.25 per hour 

    Laborer Truck Driver    $15.00 per hour 

    Laborer      $11.00 per hour 

    Park Employee     $15.00 per hour 

    Park Mechanic Employee   $18.00 per hour 

 Seconded by Veselenak.   Upon Role Call the Result was: 

     VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-46 

 Veselenak made the motion for the resolution to appoint Scott Borojevich as Zoning Inspector for the year 2024 at a 

salary of $600.00 per month and with the job duties listed below: 

1) Issue all permits including conditional permits, land splits, side lots etc. 

2) Handle zoning complaints that are submitted in writing. 

3) Attend any appeals, commission and Twp. Board meetings that fit your schedule. 

4) Turn in expense reports at the end of each month to the Fiscal Officer 

5) Turn in deposit slips to the Fiscal Officer in a timely manner (before month end). 

6) Keep all zoning reports current and organized. 

7) Accept applications.  

8) Meet and confer with residents and businesses. 

9) Create monthly reports to trustees. 

10) Converse with SCRP when needed. 

Seconded by Urbach.   Upon Role Call the Result was: 
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    VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-47 

Veselenak made the motion for the resolution to appoint Megan Colucy as Zoning Secretary for both the Zoning 

Board of Appeals and the Zoning Commission Board for the year 2024 with the job duties listed below: 

   1)  Assist the Zoning Inspector when asked. 

2)  Set meetings up with the Zoning Inspector and both zoning boards. 

3)  Advertise meeting dates if needed with the Bargain Hunter (Stark Edition). 

4)  Record and type minutes.  Minutes need to be emailed to the Fiscal Officer no later 

                                         than 2 weeks after a meeting. 

5)  Email the time sheets to Fiscal Officer the next day after the meeting. 

6)  Reply to emails from Bethlehem Township Board no later than 48 hours (excluding  

          weekends and holidays). 

 Seconded by Urbach.   Upon Role Call the Result was: 

     VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-48 

 Veselenak made the motion for the resolution to set the following wage for the year 2024: 

   Zoning Board of Appeals members at $50.00 per meeting. 

   Zoning Commission Board members at $50.00 per meeting. 

   Zoning Secretary at $80.00 per meeting. 

 The Zoning Board of Appeals will be paid for a maximum of 12 meeting per year if needed and the Zoning 

Commission Board will be paid for a maximum of 6 meeting per year if needed.  Seconded by Urbach.   

Upon Role Call the Result was: 

     VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-49 

 Veselenak made the motion for the resolution to set the fees for Conditional permits at $275.00 each for the 

year 2024.   Seconded by Urbach.   Upon Role Call the Result was: 

     VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-50 

 Urbach made the motion for the resolution to appoint Urbach to the Volunteer Navarre Bethlehem Park 

Board as the representative from the Bethlehem Township Board of Trustees for the term of 01/01/2024 to 

12/31/2024.  Seconded by Veselenak.   Upon Role Call the Result was: 

     VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-51 

 Urbach made the motion for the resolution to appoint Veselenak to finish out the term of Mark Dearing 

ending on 12/31/2024 as the representative from Bethlehem Township Board of Trustees to the Erie Valley 

Fire and Rescue Board.  Seconded by Veselenak.   Upon Role Call the Result was: 

     VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-52 

 Urbach made the motion for the resolution to compensate Highway Superintendent Strubel and Zoning 

Inspector Scott Borojevich $225.00 quarterly for use of their cell phones to perform their job duties for the 

Township for the year 2024.  Seconded by Veselenak.   Upon Role Call the Result was: 

     VESELENAK    URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-53 
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 Urbach made the motion for the resolution to approve the reimbursement for one (1) pair of boots in the 

year 2024 for the full time Road Crew.  A receipt must be turned into the Fiscal Officer for reimbursement.  

The reimbursement will be no more than $200.00.  Seconded by Veselenak.   Upon Role Call the Result 

was: 

     VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-54 

Urbach made the motion for the resolution to allow Bethlehem Township to pay for the expenses for the 

Fiscal Officer and the Trustees to attend the Ohio Township Association Convention and the annual Local 

Government Officials’ Conference in the year 2024.  Seconded by Veselenak.   Upon Role Call the Result 

was: 

    VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-55 

 Veselenak made the motion for the resolution to allow Bethlehem Township to pay the expenses of the 

Trustees, Fiscal Officer, Zoning Inspector and Zoning Board members to attend the Stark County 

Governmental Law Seminar.  Seconded by Urbach.   Upon Role Call the Result was: 

     VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-56 

 Veselenak made the motion for the resolution to incorporate the Administration personal, full-time 

employees and new hire full-time employees into the Health Care Plan of Bethlehem Township.  This will 

be done at the time of new employment/hire or when the Health Care Plan is renewed, which ever applies 

per the existing Health Care Plan.  Seconded by Urbach.   Upon Role Call the Result was: 

     VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-57 

 Veselenak made the motion for the resolution as follows: 

The Board of Bethlehem Township Trustees resolve to authorize dental, vision and life insurances to be 

paid for the elected officials which is to be purchased by the Township and to authorize the same 

insurances for all full- time employees for the year 2024.   

Be it further resolved that coverage, which is held by the elected Township Officials and full-time 

employees shall include the in-term increases in the cost of the dental, vision and life insurances so long as 

the increase is automatic for the year 2024.  Seconded by Urbach.   Upon Roll Call the result was: 

    VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-58 

  Veselenak made the motion for the resolution Whereas, Bethlehem Township desires to provide Workers’  

Compensation coverage for individuals who perform work for Bethlehem Township yet are not employees 

of Bethlehem Township; and    

Whereas, The State of Ohio Bureau of Workers Compensation offers contract coverage for individuals who 

perform work for a public entity yet do not receive compensation from the public entity: and   

Whereas, the cost of coverage is based on the total number of man-hours worked, multiplied by the State 

Workers’ Compensation rate, multiplied by Bethlehem Township discount rate, multiplied by the minimum 

wage established by law:   

Now, therefore be it hereby resolved by the Bethlehem Township Board of Trustees, Stark County, Ohio to 

enter into a contract coverage agreement with the State of Ohio Bureau of Workers Compensation for the 

calendar year 2024.  Seconded by Urbach.   Upon Roll Call the result was: 



 

 
BETHLEHEM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

8600 BLOUGH AVE SW   ♦   P.O. BOX 161   ♦   NAVARRE, OH  44662 

PHONE:  330-756-9207   ♦   WEBSITE:  bethtwp.com 

Page 5 of 9 

 

     VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-59 

 Urbach made the motion for the resolution to make a uniform rate of pay at 65.5¢ per mile for Township 

Officials attending conventions and seminars, in addition to Zoning Inspector mileage for the year 2024.  

Seconded by Veselenak.   Upon Roll Call the result was: 

     VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION # 2023-60 

 Urbach made the motion for the resolution to have the Bethlehem Township pay the County and State 

Township Association dues for the year 2024 for Trustees, Fiscal Officer, Road Superintendent, Assistant 

Road Superintendent, Zoning Inspector and Zoning Board members.  Seconded by Veselenak.  Upon Roll 

Call the result was: 

     VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-61 

 Urbach made the motion for the resolution to set the cemetery rates for the year 2024 at $300.00 for each 

lot for residents in the unincorporated and in incorporated areas of Bethlehem Township.  The cost per lot 

for those persons residing outside of Bethlehem Township is to be set at $500.00.  The cost for opening and 

closing of a grave is $300.00 on regular workdays and $450.00 for Saturdays.  There will be no Sunday or 

Holiday burials.  The cost of a cremation burial is $300.00.  There will be no more than two cremation 

burials in one lot.  Deeds are $20.00.  Seconded by Veselenak.   Upon Roll Call the result was: 

     VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-62 

 Urbach made the motion for the resolution to have the Fiscal Officer create Blanket Certificates for 

Operating Supplies, Repairs and Maintenance and Office Supplies for all Township departments to insure 

the Township can continue without delay for the year 2024.   Seconded by Veselenak.   Upon Roll Call the 

result was: 

     VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-63 

 Veselenak made the motion for the resolution to allow the Fiscal Officer to pay a bill online or over the 

phone in order to avoid late fees.  The Fiscal Officer will then present a “Payment Voucher” at the 

following meeting for the Trustees to sign.  Seconded by Urbach.   Upon Roll Call the result was:   

     VESELENAK   YES   URBACH 

RESOLUTION #2023-64 

 Veselenak made the motion for A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT A METHOD OF COMPENSATION  

CONSISTING OF AN ANNUAL SALARY TO BE PAID IN EQUAL MONTHLY PAYMENTS AND 

TO APPORTION THE TOTAL COMPENSATION AGAINST THE GENERAL FUND AND OTHER 

TOWNSHIP FUNDS PURSUANT TO OHIO REVISED CODE SECTIONS 504.24 AND 507.09   

   

WHEREAS, pursuant to RC 504.24 (C) and 507.09 (C), a township board of trustees may, by a unanimous 

vote, adopt a method of compensation of an annual salary to be paid in equal monthly payments; and to pay 

the total compensation from the general fund or from other township funds in proportions as the board my 

specify by resolution, for each trustee and fiscal officer among the various township funds; and   
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WHEREAS, upon adoption of this Resolution, each trustee and the fiscal officer shall certify the 

percentage of time spent working on matters to be paid from the township general fund and from other 

township funds in such proportions as the kinds of services performed; and   

   

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, to become effective on the first day of January, 2024, to adopt an 

annual salary method of compensation to be paid in equal monthly payments and to pay the same against 

the below mentioned funds per each elected official’s monthly time sheet.   

   

To apportion the compensation of each trustee as per their monthly Payroll Certification from the following 

funds:     

               50% Bethlehem Township General Fund   

               50% Bethlehem Township Road and Bridge Fund   

   

   To apportion the compensation of the fiscal officer as per their monthly Payroll Certification from the 

following funds:   

               85% Bethlehem Township General Fund     

               15% Bethlehem Township Road and Bridge Fund  

  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that each trustee and the fiscal officer shall certify each monthly pay period 

by using the following form:   

   

   

Payroll Certification for the Bethlehem Township 

Board of Trustees and Fiscal Officer 

 

Effective January 1, 2024 

   

    

The Board of Trustees for Bethlehem Township Stark County, Ohio, pursuant to RC 504.24 (C) and 507.09 

(C), Resolved to apportion the costs of each Trustee’s and the Fiscal Officer’s compensation, consisting of 

salary and benefits, in proportion to each, the General Fund and Road and Bridge Fund, relative to the total 

township budget.  Each Trustee and the Fiscal Officer shall certify the percentage of time spent working on 

matters to be paid from the general fund and from other township funds in proportions as the kinds of 

services performed.   

     

                    _________ %  Bethlehem Township General Fund   

   

                   __________%   Bethlehem Township Road and Bridge Fund   

   Said fund percentage apportionment shall continue, as certified by each Trustee or Fiscal Officer, on a 

month to month basis or until modified, rescinded or amended by the Bethlehem Township Board of 

Trustees or as certified by an individual trustee or the Fiscal Officer.   
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   I certify that the above percentages are a fair and accurate statement and representation of my time spent 

working on Bethlehem Township matters.   

     

Pay Period: ____________________   

     

Date: ________________         ______________________________   

                                        Bethlehem Township Trustee /   

                                                                         Fiscal Officer 

 Urbach seconded the motion.   Upon Role Call the Result was: 

     VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

There was some discussion on the placement of the ad for the open position for Trustee.  Matics passed 

out a suggested ad.  Urbach made the motion to place the ad the Bargain Hunter to run this weekend 

and to put it on the Township website tomorrow as follows: Bethlehem Township Trustees are taking 

resumes for the position of Trustee.  Experience with road and culvert repairs and maintenance is 

beneficial but not required.  Must reside in Bethlehem Township and be able to be present at the 

Jan.2nd meeting at 6:00 pm if contacted. Send resumes to:  Bethlehem Township   PO Box 161   

Navarre, OH  44662 or email (not as an attachment) to:  bethtwp@hotmail.com.  Resumes need to be 

received by December 29, 2023.  Seconded by Veselenak.  All in Favor:   YES 

RESOLUTION #2023-65 

Urbach made the motion for the resolution:  Retiring employees who have ten (10) or more years of 

service are entitled to thirty (30) days of accumulated but unused sick leave.  This is to be installed in 

the Bethlehem Township Employee Handbook.  Seconded by Veselenak.   Upon Role Call the Result 

was: 

   VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES  

RESOLUTION #2023-66 

Veselenak made the motion for the resolution that a full-time employee with 10 or more years will be 

paid for any unused vacation time for that year of retirement.  This is to be installed in the Bethlehem 

Township Handbook.  Seconded by Urbach.   Upon Role Call the result was: 

   VESELENAK   YES   URBACH   YES 

Urbach stated he will contact Ferrell tomorrow to inform him on the retirement and pay resolutions. 

Veselenak asked if there was a time frame to inform the Township when a full-time employee is going 

to retire, wasn’t it brought up previously that we needed 6 month notice.  Matics stated that OPERS 

requires that but it would be nice for the Township to have advance notice.  Strubel stated it is no 

different if someone quits to go to a different job.                                                                                                 

 

ROAD SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

1) Strubel stated that about 100 tires were thrown out on the for Beth.  While Ferrell was out getting the tires off the 

road, a garbage truck went by and hit the mirror.  Ferrell did get all the information from the driver and it sounds 

like they just want to take care of the repairs themselves.  Strubel gave the information to Matics to call the 

company.  Urbach asked if Strubel wanted him to call and see who takes tires.  Strubel said yes.  Urbach said he 

will call Waste Management to see if they still give out the vouchers for tires.  Urbach will also call Stark County 

Recycling to get information also.  Veselenak read off from the Waste Management magazine to contact Liberty 

Tire at 330-868-0097 for disposal information.  There will be a cost. 
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2) Urbach asked what roads needed paved?  Strubel stated that Student at .5 mile, Seeman needs it at 1.1 mile and if 

there are enough funds Hensel which is 1.2 mile.  Chip and Seal Riverdale needs it at 1.8 mile and Bardel at .4 

mile and the dead end of Kemary at .3 mile.  Veselenak asked if Matics could provide her what we have spent on 

paving for the past two (2) years.  Matics said she will but you have to consider we used funds from the 

Coronavirus Relief fund and the ARP fund which are grants. 

 

VESELENAK REPORT 

1) Veselenak spoke with Dempsey from Northstar concerning paving of the park road.  Dempsey stated that due to 

the rain that was coming in, it will have to be put off until next year.  Veselenak did inform Dempsey that it need 

to be done by May 31, 2024 due to funds from the grant needing to be spent by June 30, 2024.  Dempsey stated 

  we would need a new contract. 

FISCAL OFFICER REPORT 

1) Matics emailed the first report for reimbursement of the expenses of the Park Capital Project Grant in the amount 

of $109,313.34 on December 6, 2023.  It can take up to forty-five (45) days for payment. 

2) We received a check in the amount of $48.38 from the Ohio Electric Litigation.  They sent us a mastercard and 

Matics requested that a check be sent and cancel the card. 

3) We received a check from OTARMA in the amount of $309.50.  They dispersed this to all of their clients from 

their Capital District fund. 

4) Matics asked if Veselenak would be the seconded signer on the Star Ohio accounts we have to take the place of 

Dearing who was the seconded signer.  Veselenak signed the paper.  Matics will email this to Star Ohio. 

5) Matics stated that we may have to draw out some of the $100,000.00 that we put in the township’s Star Ohio cash 

fund due to the bill that will be coming in from Henderson for the truck sometime in January.  Veselenak asked 

when do we get our funds in from Stark County Auditor?  Matics stated around April.  Veselenak asked how 

much that will be?  Matics replied, a little over $300,000.00. 

6) Matics said there is an Appeals meeting tomorrow at 10:00 am.  Veselenak said she just received a text from 

Welhelm during the meeting asking if they can come to the meeting tomorrow. 

7) Emails received:  OPERS 2024 compensation and contribution limits, various OTA legislative alerts which in the 

alert dated December 8th OPERS wants to increase the employer rate from 14% to 18%.  There is an email to 

send your thoughts and concerns about this.  Matics asked the Trustees to respond and Matics will also and 

NEFCO. 

 
   

 

Huntington Bank

Beginning Balance $422,345.34

Total Receipts $22,966.24

Subtotal $445,311.58

Total Debits $95,548.40

Huntington Bank Total $349,763.18

Star Ohio

Shepler Cemetery

Beginning Balance $3,850.39

Interest $17.63

Total $3,868.02

Monthly Financial Report - November 2023
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Urbach stated the next meeting would be Tuesday, January 2nd at 6:00 pm with a work session at 5:30 pm.  Urbach 

made the motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Veselenak.  All in Favor:   YES 

               

The meeting adjourned at 7:12 pm.         

             

     ______________________________                  ______________________________                   

            Mark Dearing - President                                         T. Renee´ Veselenak - Vice President         

            

       

    ______________________________                                         ______________________________        

           James J. Urbach – Trustee                                                            Jody Matics – Fiscal Officer                            

Sherman Cemetery

Beginning Balance $6,682.84

Interest $30.60

Total $6,713.44

Cash Fund

Beginning Balance $340,165.28

Interest $1,557.41

Total $341,722.69

Star Ohio Total $352,304.15

UAN Subtotal $702,067.33

Outstanding Debits $2,058.32

UAN TOTAL $700,009.01


